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PROPOSED AVOCADO IMPORT RULE DEADLINE NEARS

For immediate release, Friday, September 15, 1995
WASHINGTON -- Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, announced today
that October 16 is the deadline for comments on a proposed rule
on avocado imports.
The rule, proposed by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) of the U.S. Department of AgricUlture, was
printed in the Federal Register of July 3, 1995.
It amends the
regulations governing the importation of fruits and vegetables to
allow fresh Hass variety avocado fruit grown in approved orchards
in Michoacan, Mexico, to be imported into certain areas of the
united States.
The importation of the avocado fruit would be SUbject to certain
conditions, such as pest surveys, inspection and shipping
procedures, and restrictions on the time of year shipments may
enter the united States, so as to reduce the risk of pest
intrOduction to an insignificant level.
The proposed rule would allow the importation of avocados into 19
northeastern states and the District of Columbia.
"Persons interested in commenting on the proposed rule should
contact APHIS," said Rep. de la Garza. An original and three
copies of comments should be sent to Docket No.1 94-116-3,
Regulatory Analysis and Development, PEAT, APHIS, suite 3C03,
4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1236.
"APHIS is looking forward to receiving comments from interested
parties," said Rep. de la Garza.
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